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(478) 757-2661
Employment


Director, Georgia Office of the Child Advocate, Macon and Atlanta, Georgia.
· July 2007-present.  Appointed by Governor Sonny Perdue to direct the state’s independent child welfare ombudsman’s office.  Receive, investigate, and respond to public concerns about Georgia’s child protection system.  Provide policy advice, education, and training on child welfare and juvenile justice issues to Governor, executive agency leaders, service providers, child advocacy groups, and the Legislature.  Research and recommend policy and legal innovations to improve state’s child welfare system.  Direct work of state child fatality review panel staff and chair state foster parent mediation panel. Manage a staff of 15 and a budget of $1.2 million.

Judge, Juvenile Courts, Middle Judicial Circuit, Sandersville, Georgia.

· October 2000-July 2007.  Served as first full-time Juvenile Courts judge for this five-county circuit, ruling on delinquency and deprivation cases.  Accomplishments included: establishing a circuit CASA program and a “truancy court;” creating a court therapist program to address the needs of children with behavioral disorders; improving court practices involving immigrant and Spanish-speaking families; and working to increase public awareness of the needs of children before the court and provide greater resources to address those needs.  

· Also served as designated judge of the Superior Courts of the circuit and as judge pro tem in numerous Georgia Superior, State, and juvenile courts.  

Meritas Yarns, Columbus, Georgia.

Vice-President & Counsel, April 1998 to September 2000.  Involved in day-to-day operations of this 150-employee manufacturer of apparel yarns in areas including sales, marketing, human resources, and legal.  Chaired Legislative committee of the Georgia Textile Manufacturers’ Association and served as trustee to the Textile Education Foundation.

Georgia Court of Appeals, Atlanta, Georgia.

Staff Attorney, February 1996 to April 1998. Assisted court's ten judges by reviewing appellate briefs and transcripts, researching legal issues, and drafting opinions in over 200 civil and criminal cases.


Self, Mullins, Robinson, Marchetti & Kamensky, Columbus, Georgia.

Associate, June 1992 to January 1996.  Engaged primarily in general civil litigation and trial practice in Georgia and Alabama, with concentration on defense of insurers and their clients.  
Education

University of Georgia School of Law, Athens, GA.     J.D. cum laude, 1992.



Robert W. Woodruff Scholarship (tuition plus stipend).

Georgia Law Review:  Member, Editorial Board and Notes Editor.



Equal Justice Foundation:  Board of Directors and Vice-President.

Duke University, Durham, NC.     A. B. cum laude, 1989.



Majors:  English (creative writing) and Political Science.



President, Duke Class of 1989 (1987-88 term).



The Chronicle (daily student newspaper):  Writer (1986), Assistant News Editor (1986-87), and Columnist (1988-89).
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Professional Awards and Involvement
$ Fulbright Senior Specialist in Law, 2005-2010.  Awarded grant by the U.S. Fulbright Commission to teach American juvenile law and judicial procedure at Alexandru I. Cuza University, Iasi, Romania, October 1-31, 2005.  Eligible for future grants of two to six weeks through 2010.

$ “Unsung Hero” Award 2009, “A Future. Not a Past,” the Campaign to End Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children.

$ President’s Award 2009, Adoptive and Foster Parents’ Association of Georgia.
$ “Public Servant of the Year Award” 2008, Georgia Association of Homes and Services for Children.

$ Member, Georgia General Assembly Joint Study Committee on Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, 2008.

$ Member, Board of Advisors, Barton Child Law and Policy Clinic, Emory University School of Law.
$ “Child Advocate Award:  Juvenile Court Judge” 2006, State Bar of Georgia, Younger Lawyers’ Division, Juvenile Law Committee.
$ Judicial Advisory Council, Georgia Board of Juvenile Justice.  Appointed in March 2007 by Governor Sonny Perdue to assist the Department of Juvenile Justice and its Board Members in overseeing the needs of delinquent youth.  Served until appointment as State Child Advocate.
$ Leadership Georgia, Class of 2006.  Selected from a statewide group of applicants as one of 60 participants in a year-long leadership development program sponsored by the Georgia Chamber of Commerce.
$ Candidate for Election to the Georgia Court of Appeals in a statewide, nonpartisan election July 20, 2004.  Garnered 125,000 votes in unsuccessful bid for open seat on the state’s second-highest court.
$ “Child Advocate of the Year” award for 2001 from The Sunshine House Child Advocacy Center.

$ Member, Committee on Justice for Children of the Georgia Supreme Court, 2001-present.
$ Georgia Council of Juvenile Court Judges, 2000-2007.  Service included:  Eighth Judicial District Representative to Executive Council; Chair, Education committee; Vice-Chair, Legislative Committee; Co-chair, Rural Courts Caucus.
Teaching Experience 

Georgia Military College.  Adjunct Assistant Professor, 2004-2007.  Courses taught included American Government, State and Local Government, Ethics, and Criminal Law
Alexandru I. Cuza University Faculty of Law, Iasi, Romania.  Fulbright Senior Specialist Lectures, October 2005; named Associate Professor for the 2006-2007 academic term and gave a series of lectures in the fall and spring semesters.
University of Georgia, Terry College of Business.  Teaching Assistant, Management 201 (Business Communications), academic years 1990-1991 and 1991-1992.  

National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges:  Volunteer Faculty; Member, Juvenile Delinquency Guidelines and Child Support workgroups.  
Representative Publications and Presentations 

Co-author:  Rausch, J., and Rawlings, T., Integrating Problem-Solving Court Practices into the Child Support Docket, a technical assistance bulletin of the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges.  December, 2007.
Presenter, “Protecting Our Children and Our Liberty:  State Power, Individual Rights, and the `YFZ Ranch’ Case,” at “For Children’s Sake: A Summit on Marriage and Family” sponsored by the Supreme Court of Georgia and the Institute for American Values, Atlanta, Georgia, November 2008.  Repeated for National Association of Women Judges, 2008 Mid-Year Meeting, Atlanta, Georgia, April 2009.
Contributing Author: Ciuca, Damşa, Durac, Rawlings, Ungureanu, Vârnav & Vârnav, Lecţii De Drept Privat Comparat, vol III.  (Iaşi, Romania: Editura Fundaţiei Academice AXIS 2008).
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 Representative Publications and Presentations, Continued

Author, “The American Judge’s Approach to the Judicial Task:  A Brief Introduction,” in Şcoala Dreptului Organic, vol. 1. Ciuca, Macovei, and Panainte, coord. (Iaşi, Romania: Editura Junimea,, 2007) 


Contributing Author:  Ciucă, Damşa, Durac, Rawlings, Stoica, and Vârnav, Lecţii de Drept Privat Comparat, Vol II. (Romania:  Editura Fundaţiei AXIS 2005).
Presenter, “Addressing the Mental Health Needs of Children and Families in the Juvenile Court” at the “Busting Myths, Breaking Barriers” conference sponsored by the Center for Applied Behavioral Health of Arizona State University, Phoenix, Arizona, January 2008.

Presenter, “Accessing Mental Health Care for Kids Through the New State System,” Atlanta (Georgia) Volunteer Lawyers’ Foundation Lecture Series, December 10, 2007.
Co-Presenter, “National Briefing Day:  The U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child,” Georgia State University School of Law, Atlanta, Georgia, November 2007.
Presenter, “Emotional Triggers and Judicial Stress When Dealing With Difficult Populations,” Illinois Advanced Judicial Academy, Springfield, Illinois, June 2007.
Presenter (with R. Kinscherff, Ph.D.), “Juvenile Courts and the Juvenile Sex Offender,” 26th Annual Juvenile Probation and Justice Management Conference, Albuquerque, NM, September 2007.
Contributing Author, Georgia Procedure: Civil Procedure (West Publishing, 1995 and 2004 revision).  Prepared chapters 4, 5, and 6 of this multi-volume treatise on Georgia trial and appellate procedure.
Presenter, “How Can Juvenile Departments Educate Teen Fathers on Their Legal and Moral Obligations?”  25th Annual Juvenile & Probation Justice Management Conference, Providence, Rhode Island, September 2006

Presenter, “The Juvenile Delinquency Guidelines and Graduated Sanctions:  How Do They Fit?”, Missouri Juvenile Justice Association Annual Meeting, May 2006 (on behalf of the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, with James “Buddy” Howell, Ph.D.)
Presenter, “Mental Health in Juvenile Court:  A Rural Perspective.”  American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law, 35th Annual Meeting, Scottsdale, Arizona, October 2004 (with J. N. Rawlings, MD and David Walker, MD).
Invited Participant, “27th Informational Conference for Elected Officials from the United States” sponsored by the Institute for Mexicans Abroad, Mexican Foreign Ministry, Mexico City, Mexico, August 2005.
Volunteer, Domestic Violence and Child Welfare Issues, American Bar Association Central Europe and Eurasian Law Initiative, Bucharest, Romania, Fall 2005.
Author, Note, "Employment Division, Department of Human Resources v. Smith," 25 Ga. L. Rev. 563 (1991).
Occasional contributor to newspaper and radio, including  work with The Fulton County Daily Report as Columbus correspondent (1999-2000) and columnist (2006-2007); Op-ed pieces for The Atlanta Journal-Constitution and The Macon Telegraph; and commentary for Georgia Public Broadcasting.  Intern reporter for The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (Summer 1988) and The Charlotte Observer (Summer 1989).
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Community Involvement

$ Sandersville United Methodist Church: Adult Sunday School Teacher; Disciple and Christian Believer Bible Studies Instructor; Chair, Pastor-Parish Relations Committee; Lay Speaker at SUMC and other area churches; Co-host, KidStuf children’s program.
$ Former member and Deacon, First Presbyterian Church (PCUSA), Columbus Georgia.

$ Former Director, Washington County Chamber of Commerce

$ Director, Washington County Historical Society
$ Washington County Alliance for Literacy, Board of Directors.

$ Former Member, Louisville Rotary Club and Columbus Rotary Club. 
$ Member, 1994 Rotary International Group Study Exchange, Finland.
Personal

Married to the former Kay Illges from Columbus, Georgia.  Born and reared in Sandersville, Georgia.  Three boys, Will (12/11/98), Charlie (8/28/00), and Bram (7/30/03)

